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The Komodo dragon is easily known worldwide for being the largest living lizard. In actuality this is the heaviest lizard.  The record for the longest lizard is held by a member of the monitor family called the crocodile monitor. Although its cousin may not hold any fancy titles or records, the lizard that is more commonly known by various reptile lovers, would be the savannah monitor. Ranging in a snout to tail length from 2 ½ to 4 feet, these monitors are not exactly small and cuddly. Starting off around 5 inches as hatchlings, these lizards often increase their weight to 5-10 times their original size within the first year.  It doesn’t happen often but there have been recorded cases of savannah monitors reaching up to 5 feet. Majority of the larger cases occur in captivity as oppose to the wild due to the abundance of healthy consistent food.     

The savannah monitor belongs to the family Varanidae. It is in close relation to over 50 different species under the Varanidae family. The official genus and species of the animal, scientific name, is Varanus exanthematicus. In Europe the lizard is known to be called the Bosc monitor due the name of the first scientist to describe its appearance, French botanist and zoologist Louis Augustin Guillaume Bosc.  Its scientific name has two origins. Varanus is the Latin form of the Arabic word “waran” meaning monitor; whereas exanthema is derived from the Greek word for “eruption.” At the time of naming the animal, “eruption” was a good description for the bumpy scales located on the monitor’s back. 
These scaly creatures have a short tail and neck by comparison to other monitors but still considered relatively large next to many other lizards. Aside from its white underbelly savannah monitors are shades of brown or gray. It has pale spots on its back and dark strips across its tail. One distinctive physical feature is its purple forked tongue that is used to smell the surrounding environment. The savannah monitor is equipped with strong limbs and large talons for digging, borrowing, and sometimes climbing. With its powerful jaws and sharp teeth it can crush the bones of its prey at ease. This usually consists of multiple insect such as beetles and centipedes. A monitor’s diet can also include rodents, eggs, and even other reptiles. It is often misconstrued by monitor owners that it is a good idea to feed their “pets” dog and/or cat food. It has actually been found that this can lead to obesity which is a major issue for monitors in captivity. When in the wild savannah monitors have an even wider variety of food that span as far as frogs and baby tortoises. However when in the wild they chase down their own food therefore; obesity is not an issue. 
The savannah monitor is native to sub-Saharan Africa. This ranges from Senegal to Eritrea and as far down as the Congo River. This area has partially arid land but mostly occupied by tropical savannas. This means that the monitor lizard lives in a warm climate and very open environments. Knowledge on their natural environment is a necessity when attempting to house and properly care for these wild lizards. In order to mimic sub-Saharan Africa one must keep five factors in mind. The most obvious would be to ensure that the animal has sufficient amount of living space. If the lizard is going to be kept in a tank it should probably be the size of a sofa. This living space does not include the open area that is necessary for daily exercise. This tank should have a substrate a few feet deep to give the monitor adequate space to tunnel and burrow. The major difference between a savannah monitor’s natural environment and its man made one would have to be the temperature and sunlight. Just like with other reptiles the lizard’s tank temperature needs to be maintained. The cool side of the cage can range between 75 and 80 degrees, increasing toward the warmer side of the cage with a max temperature of approximately 100 degrees. Heat lights are important to give the monitor the proper nutrients that it would receive naturally in the wild. While regulating the heat and light one must remember to also maintain the humidity. The savannah monitor is native to a tropical savanna and therefore needs have moisture in the air but not too much to where it creates a wet environment. 

People like to own these creatures for many reasons. A potential owner needs to remember the proper caretaking methods, such as cleanliness and good nutrition, to ensure their “pets” longevity and the safety of not only the animal but of the owner too. These large lizards can shatter fingers with little effort. One factor that must not be over looked is the intelligence of the animal. When in the wild a savannah monitor being stalked will roll over on its back and grab hold of its hind legs to create a circle. This would make it difficult to be swallowed whole by any predators. With elaborate thought process such as this, small obstacles like cages are of no hassle. They are roaming animals and will do their best, just as any caged animal, to get out and explore. This is another reason why daily recess is a must. It also gives a chance to create a bond between owner and monitor. There are some that can have aggressive attitudes but can be can be tamed once given time to adapt to its new surroundings and routine. Although savannah monitors can be slightly tamed and are now widely found in captivity, they will always have their wild animal instant imbedded within.      
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